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Last Month we had a day out to Ipswich, organised by allan
Schutz and Mary-Anne )
we met at The Shell Service Sftation at Gailes. When grayv aidd I arrived
we were greeted by The Humphrevs, who reckoned they had started osutbt at
the crack of dawn.

Shortly after Allan and Maryv-Anne arrived, we followed Lhen
to the train museum at Redbank, Alas this was closed, as the trains
are belng relocated it Ipswich, but we were able Lu see most of Lhe
éxhibits through the wire fence,

fhen on to Swanbank. The wrong weekend for a steam train ride.
We stopped at the Picnic area for morning tea, and then on into
tpswich where we stopped Lo look at Fhe ynit Allan has for rent, Aflor
rthis woe wont o the hiaghest point gne Cfimhed rthe watar towor For

a panoranic view of fhe suriounding area. our next sLop wus Limestone

Park for a Bar B Q Lupnch. grayv and I had to leave after this, but Allan
escaorted the Humphrevs back to his place, for o look atbt all his
P-bolies e,

AT TS
Christmas break up aund Trophy Presentation at The Keyg Kediron

We starfted ottt in the bar at B-19pm with 6 of us, Then the

¢ umbers kept growing. Fourfteen members actually sat down

to dinner, and a very good night was had hy all.
The meal at The Kedg was ressonabiv priced and very oo
valuetor moneyv . Gorablam Boger son oncey aaain woo the tob
Member of the vear, with Allan Scehulz o as Runneg 1
congratulatrions fettas.

In this months mogarzine we have a super article

wirritteir For fthe RACO Road Ahead magazine hy Stuart Scott

report .
I'have just received word fro S.a. fhat

Reatr Louvres will be started in early

Febyuary., So we wiltl contact all N\

interested parties when they are ready .,

pe—
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. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas =

and Happy New Year
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MINUTES of the Meeting held on 11th November 1992

PR

The Vice President opened the Meeting at 7.55 pm.
APOLOGIES 3+ H Probst and M Erickson,

MINUTES t Minmutes of the previous Meeting were read by the Vice President
and accepted P, Rogerson seconded N, Lyons,

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE : P76 club Magazines received from WA, VIC, Canberra

Sydney, Hunter Valley and NZ,

- Aspoc, of Motoring Club, minutes of meeting.

-~ 3 members renewal

1 new membership ( D, Pearson from Wambour)

letter from Vangard Triumph Car Components lilydale Viec, Owned by Mr Rost
Verslave, they have purchased Springvale Mini Bits.

received application from L. Stone for Helensburgh., - to be forwarded on.

1

OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE : nil

TREASURERS REPORT : not available at meeting.

BUSINESS ARISING t the purchase of the Leyland Spares was not to be, the

cheque for $200 has been returned to the President. Secretary to follow up o

to see if spares are still available. *

~ (i, Rogerson advised that other spares are available for purchase ~ to
follow up.

- Shed for Spares, 10 x 19 feet at $524 from The Big Shed - Victa/Treco
Stockist (02) 789-0222. It was resolved that the purchase of the Shed will
not proceed at this time as no spares have been procured.

- Louvres, the Secretary phoned the S5a Clud to confirm our order of ten,
however only orders for Qty, 36 had been received and further orders will
be sought. Awaiting notification if manufacture will proceed. {

GENER AL BUSINESS : future outings were resolved see mag, note that the 2

door P76 will be participating in the hill c¢limb on 5th December,

~ Trophisa, Pat has resclved Trophles to be igsued,

- Photocopy of Magazines, as our current facilities have ceased it was re-—
solved that $25 per month be pald to P. Rogerson to print the Monthly
Magazines., moved N. Lyons and seconded A. Schutz,

- Secretary, it was approved that the Secretary be paid $50 to be used for
administration costs and for which receipts are to be recorded,

- General Discussion on Auto and Manual Gearboxes including electric o/drive
A, Schutz puto Gearbox has had its day 200,000 Kms.

- Model P76, A Schutz and N Humphries have purchased a model from a local

supplier at $120 each,

MEETING CLOSED : at 9.40 pm.
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aroon Probst is a young
Queensland  mechanie
who is a car enthusiast
. with a difference.

For starlers, he loves the Leyland
276, thal colossal failure of the
seveniies car scene.

Then there's the fact that he's
blind since birth,

S0 he's never actually seen a car,
though his fingertips and the palms of

hands let him “see” every lineg, to
Jo.ge the contours and the guality of
the finish, to identify what's what
beneath the bonnet.

“It shocks a lot of people at
first, to hear that someone
who's blind is a mechanic,” he
says with a grin,

teviand P76 Club of
Queensland  vice-president
Neil Lyons said: “Haroon is
simply a remarkable individ-
unl. It's amazing to walch him
working on a car — 1 don’t
know how he cando i

But Haroon, armed with a
healthy sense of humour as
well as his passion {or cars,
savs there's nothing to H.

“I bhelieve that things be-
come a handicap only if you let them he

indicap,” he said,

My father was o mechanie, and
idolised him and was fascinated by his
work. He encouraged me, and let me
fiddle with things in the workshop
From a very early ape

“Atot of people who bring in o cur
will ask if they can wateh — | suppose
thev're not sure of me, and you can’t
bhaune them. But after a few minutes
they see | ean handle the job, so they
sav: CPH leave you o i) and they
wander of (7

Now 28 amd  the newly-elected
Pasland P76 Club president, Haroon
has had his own workshop at Loganiea
south of Brishane since 1989,

As he poinls out, the underside of
most cars ik covered with so much dirt
and grease that being able to see
wouldn’t make much difference. Then
there nre all those intricate jobs in out
of-sight nooks,

“It's amazing how much work on a

been
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like nobody else.

car is done by feel anyway,” he snid,

"Obviously there are times when |
strike o problem and have to shout out
for somcone o come and have a ook at
something for me. But often it seems
a job is harder when you have to
look at it.

“I'have a theory that it’s only sighted
people who lose things. When you're
blind, you become very careful where
you put everything — all the paris goin
containers, everything from each car
goes in its boot.”

When not covered in gremse and

A teel for his work... Haroon Probsi knows his way around a P-76

struggling with some bolt which won't

quit, Haroon is busy with the P-76 Club,

which he joined almost 10 years ago.
And this is an exciting time for "P"

fans  — next year is  the 20th
anniversary of the car's birth, A
national  getdogether in Sydney is

planned for April.

Not that they'll have to wait long to
mark its death. The P-76 lasted just 18
months, production ending in late 1974,
kitted off by falling sales and rising
logses, poor qualilty and a swing (o
smaller cars.

Haroon, however, repgards the big
sedan as & machine that was ahend of
i« Lime.

His car, appropriptely called Blind
Fury I, is his 156th 276, The others
have been restored nnd ve-sold; he's had
this one for six years, and plans to
keop il

In fact he did sell it Jasl year... and
afler a miserable week without it,

“bougrht it back. “] was literally in tears,

Photo: Tony Bee

I missed the car se much. It seems o
have its own personality,” he admits.

The club bas G linancinl members in
Queensland, many of them with more
than one P-76.

*“They're mostly conservative people,
middle aged or older, though they're
mainly people who cansider the P-76 (o
be aimost a religion, and Pm guilty of
the same thing.

“1 idolise the ground those wheels
roll on."”

Not thal he minds people making
3okez, al the poor P-76's expense, “Ad
least. they don’t ignore il.
Every time someone makes
fun of the P, they're keeping
people aware of it.”

Haroon is driven around in
his car by friends and other
club members, though ocea-
sionally takes the wheel him-
self in his backvard acreage at
Waterford Woest, between
Brisbane and Beenleigh,

“In terms  of driving
comfort, there’s nuthing like it
in the priev range. The HQ
Holden thet was around at the
time i& very ordinary, not
inspiring =~

He admires the wav the P76 s
strong, light, powerful and roomy, with
a compact lurning  civcke, Bul, he
admits, it was [ar froms perfect when
launched tn 1973,

“They turned out ciors with bolts
missing, one with noshack absorbers,
trim not fastened property. some minus
power steering.

“It wasn't the eor's
they gol production
erippled,”

Prices now range from a couple of
hundred dollars for tived examples o

fault, By the time
nght, it wos

many thousands fivr cars in top
condition,
“They're  ensy o sell among

enthusinsts, and they've skyrocketed in
vlue since being branded ‘collectible’ n
few years buck,” Haroon said.

He tells of buying a fully-equipped
Executive V8 in good condition for $500
five years ago — and today it would

!‘ol::h moere than $'m{m
STUART SCOTTE
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- BY ANY OTHER NAME

The story goes that the P76
name is a dorvation of ADO?ZS,
meaning  Austin_ Drawing  Office
Deslgn No. 76. When the design
was further developed, it became
Prototype 76, foretunner ol the
naime that stuck.

Now let me say thal | do not
actually own a P76 myself. ! have
a P76 V8 englhe in one of my
Rovers and | am & club member for
this reason. This allows me to
consider impartially the P76 name,
and whether or pol a belter name
might perhaps have been
conceived. Devoted owners might
think this a sacrilege.

Some months age 1 had an
opportunity to dwell upon this notion
whh club president Haroon Probst.
He was in the process of replacing
the clutch plate in his Executive and
{ was there to help him replace the
gearbox. Together we considered
dozens of alternative names.

ME: "Haroon, what was the P76
actually going to be called?”

HP: 'Could you pass me the half--
inch socket? What do you mean?"
ME: "Well, was It ever planned lo
give it a real name?"

MP: "That's a five-eighths, Il has
a real name... the Leyland P76!
What's wrong with that?"

ME: Look, P76 couid be a fly-spray
for ali | know. It could mean
anything!"

HP: Well there's the Defuxe, the
Super, the Executive, and Lhe
Tatga-florio. Those are names!”
ME: "Yes, bul those are all model
types! I'm talking aboul the actual
name of the model iself’

Haroon explained lo me the origin
of the name as | have relaled It
above,

ME: ‘*Well surely they had a real
name for It though? | mean my
fovers are both P6Bs In
Rover-falk. But the actusl name is

" Three Thousand Five o1 Thirly-five
Hundred. Like a VI Is a panicula
model of Commodore.”

Here, at his prompting, | explained
+to Haroon the Rover terminology. A
Rover P6 meanl Posl-War Project
No. 6. There exisls a distinction
between the pre and posl Second
World War models.  During the war
Rover was largoly nvolved In the

Mark Erickson

developmenlt and production of
mitltary vehicles such as tour-whoel
drives ({lorerunners of the
Landrover). The P6 was the Roves
2000, 8 two litre In-fine four cylinder
saloon which first rolled off the
preduction dine In 1883, In 1987 &
naw iine of P6 s were filted with a
threa polint five litre alloy Bulck V8
(basls of the P76 V8). Similar to
the 2000 in almost all other regards,
this V8 verslon, the 3500, was
knewn as the P6B. | slarted to
describe other models In further
detail, hul Haroon was only haff-
listening.

HP: "Where are the other bolls?"
ME: “Behind you. i get them.”
HP: "No I'm right. So you mean a
name like Falcon or Commodore, or
something like that?”

ME: “Yes."

HP: “Yuck!"

ME: *Well surely those are botter
than P76!"

HP: *I don't think so.
behind me?"

ME: ‘Next to the old pressuwe
plate, [l get them.

HP: *Thanks. Well, no name like
that could possibly be up lo the Pt
ME: ‘How aboul Fowr Thousand
Four or Forty-Four Hundred... like
my P6Bs are called?’

HP: “Mmmmm no... doesnt sound
right. Where's the next bolt?”

Where

"ME:  “They could use & Yasl'-

sounding name... like the Leyland
Dart perhaps?”

HP: "Next bolt please. There was
a Dart, it was a Jaguar | think."

ME: "A Daimler aclually. But no, |
mean a name iike that.., how about
the Leyland Spear?"

HP: "Next bolt. No, Spear doesn't
sound right”

Well al least he was to consider
alternative names.

ME: "The Leyland Javelin?"

HP: *There was a car called a
Jowelt Javelin | think, but | haven't
a clue what t was. Anyway you
want & name thal denotes Immense

power and nol Just speed,.
Something unsloppable. Well, not
unsioppable, but some-thing

foreeful, unswerveable”

ME:  'How about the Leyland
Loose Cannon?”

HP: " don'l associate wilh loose
cannons,”

ME: "The Leyland Plummeling
Anvif?”

HP: "Nol quite, bul somathing like
that. A name Hke meleord Bul that
was B Laser willy a boot."

Lasers, meteors... all very Flash

Gordon | thoughl,

ME: "Why nol the Leyland Dealh

Ray.., Or the Leyland Dalek
maybe?"

HP:  "Mmmm npo... | dont think
50."

ME: “The Leyland Enlerprise?”
HP: "No. Another bolt, if you may.”

I decided lo by to keep the
discussion on a serious tangent,

HE: "Thaie you go. Hima.,, the
Leyiend Come!?

HP:  *Fm sure that's been used.
There was a Ford by that name 1
think.*

ME: "Dont you mean the Ford
Consul?”

HP: *Possibly... but I'm sure there
was a Comet o some kind o
another.”

Fords had made me think of the
Falcon again. Well & falcon is a
bird of prey....

ME: ‘How about the Leyland
Hawk?'

HP: *No, there was a Humbis
Hawk. Good car. Have you gol the
last... Ihanks."

ME: *Ok then, falcons, hawks. ..
did anybody have a Condor?”

HP:  “Not that I'm aware of, bul
probably. | think there was even a
car called a Sparrow. You've heaid
of Thunderbirds | suppose, andi
there was probably an Eagle for all
I know,"

ME: "The Leyland Vidiure?"

HP: *No.®

ME: "The Buzzard?'

HP: *Not Can you get me the big
ralcheat?”

Perhaps not birds then.

ME: "The Leyland Vampire?*

HP: "Thal sounds good.”

ME: "Ok not birds then, Bul there
are other crealures,...”

| starled consideting various apime
names. Now |'ve always thought of
the P as a poor man's Jaguar,

ML: “Ok, how about the Leyland
Lynx,.. or the Leopard maybe?"
HP:  *They sound like cartoon




characters! Like Leo the Lion.”

ME: "Lec means lion. ils Latin”
HP: ‘Leo the Lion meels Leyland
the Leopard...."

ME: "Alight, no need to get catty
about it. | can't find the big ratchet,
There's a torque-wrench here...."
HP: *Thatll do perfecly.”

ME: *Here. Well alright, how aboul
the Leyland Panther?®

HP: *That sounds promising. Too
promising come to think of it, the
Panther was a Leyland bus!”

ME: "Really?"

This was discouraging.

ME: “The Leyland Cougar?'

HP: "Sounds too American. There
was a Leyland truck called the Tiger
as well. You can't have a Tiger and
a Cougar.”

ME: "Why not?"

HP: "t just doesn’t seem right.
They're not the right soit of name
for a four-door family sedan
anyway.”

ME: | suppose you're right...
Jaguar Is alright because It has a
distinguished sort of sound too it.
How tight are those supposed to
be?"

HP: ‘“Bloody tghtl Right, where's
the gearbox?"

ME: "On the other side of the car.
'l push it towards you. Ok, so an
animal perhaps that's a little more
tame and docile..."

HP: *Maybe.”

| pondered this. The only docile
beast that sprang to mind was a
cow.

ME: "How about the tLeyland
Jersgy?"

HP: "Like a Morris Oxforad? What's
so special about Jersey?”

ME: ‘“Actually 1 was thinking ol
cows."

HP: "Oh for God's sakes!"

A pause.
ME: "The Leyland Clarabelle?
No response,

ME: " can't fit the bell-housing
under the side of the cai... how did
you gel il out?®

HP: *Oh, take It lo the front and
push it lo me down one side of the
engine. There's just enough
clearance lhat way.”

ME: “Right. Ok, let's see... lhe
Leyland Buttercup?.

More sifence, Maybe not the
bovine species. Perhaps equine
then. Well Mustangs are oul. And
Chargers , whether they're an
actual breed of horse or nol. Even

Brumbies for that matter....

ME: - "How about
Ciydesdale?

HP: "Powerful enough, yes. A litlle
lacking In speed and refinement
though... ne. There was another
Leyland truck called the Terrfer by
the way. So you can give dogs a
miss.”

the Leyland

So much for the Leyland Lassie
then. And a car cailed the Leyland
Rover somehow sesmed in
particularly poor taste, So then,
powerlul but fast. Well bulls are
powerful and fast, So maybe the
bovine species once more, but a
different gender,

ME: *How about the Leyland
Taurus?'

HP: “Hmmm...
not.”

maybe, maybe

No ielines, equines, bovines or
canines it would seem. | could try
the porcine species and suggest
the Leyland Constable , but would
sound too much like the Consul,
Perhaps best to leave that specles
well alone. Still, maybe the buil
theme might be on the right track.

ME: "Grab the back of the
gearbox, It's right beside you there.
How aboul the Leyland Matador?”
HP: "Thal was a Rambler. it's leo
much like Commodore anyway. Am
| under the fiywheel?"

ME: "Yes. Aren't you thinking of
the Rambler Ambassador?’

HP: "There was an Ambassador as
well. I'm touching the diff with my
foot aren't i7"

ME: "I should hope il's your foot.”
HP: "So I'm undemeath where the
drive shaft should be?"

ME: "Yes. Rover owners call them
propeller shalts, by the way.”

HP: "Oh do they now? Well the
owners af real cars call them drive
shafts! Ok, can you lift the gearbox
up onto my chest?"

ME: "A bil heavy, isn't it?"

HP: "No, it's right."

ME: "Ok. Well, how aboul the
Leyland Conquistador?

HP: "Not that way. | want it lo lie
on lop ol me length-wise.”

ME: “I'm not sure thal's fegal in
Queensland, is  Congulstador
alright?"

HP:  "No, that's oo much like

Commodore as well. Where's
the...." : )
ME: ‘"Right above you. Up a bit

and about two Inches to the left...
no somy, to your right.”

HP: "Anyway, the P shouldn't have
a foreign-sounding name.”

ME: i see. Il has to be a proper
English name like Targa-Florio.

-,
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HP: "That was special.”

ME: "Alright not  Conguistador
then... how aboul Conqueror?

HP: *Too military. This doesn't feel
right.”

ME: "It's not. Look, can you lift the
aulput shaft of the box with your
knees? You'll get the beil housing
flush with the engine block that
way.”

HP: "Can you see the shaft?"

ME: "Yes'

HP: "The input shafl 1 mean, not
the cutput shaft."

ME: "Oh. Not very well from this
angle, Jusl a sec...”

So not Conquistador or Conqueror
then, but maybe somelhing
dominating like thal.

ME: "The bell housing isn't parallel
o the block... raise the lai.., the
output shaft end. There. I should
be ‘round about there somewhere.
How about the Leyland Imperial?
HP: *Yeeow! You poxy son-of-a-
#%$@¢! Dammit! How about the
Leyland &)@{#&% $#4% @8*
% (@& 1"

I considered this, Now the cars are
wide enough to accommodate
name badges of that size. But |
decided not to mention this,

ME: "Do you want me to Uy? |
should be able to see the input
shalt better through that space at
the bottom."

HP: “Alright. Am | bleeding?”
ME: "No. That's just grease. You
have scraped the skin a bit."

HP: "Ok. Can you take lhe
gearbox off me?”

ME: “Ok. The Leyland lmperial is
alright isn't 12"

HP: *No! Sounds like coffee.”

ME: “Better than a fiyspray.”

HP: "imperial Is oo stuck-up.”

ME: "Ok, give me the gearbox."
HP: "Are you sure it's not too much
for you deai? | wouldn't want you to
hurt yourself.”

ME: "Give me the damn thing!"

HP:  "We musint bruise those
smooth accountants hands, you
know."

ME: "Gimme it!"

With me occupied, Haroon decided
lo come up with soime suggeslions
of his own.

HP: "You need a name more In the

Ps class. How about the Leyland

Aoyale?

ME: *Thal's oo prelentious.
Anyway Lthere was a Chrysfer
Royale. I've seen one, it was a
hearse."

HP: “No, that would have been a
Chrysler Royal"



ME: *Can you get me a rag?
There's oil and muck on the bottom
of this bellhousing."

HP: "Can you see one?”

ME: "Yes, Next to the front
driver's side wheel. How about the
Leyland Regal?™

HP: "Thal name's bheen used.
Here."

ME: "Thanks.”

| thought of other things regal.

ME: "How about the Leyland
Viceroy?' .
HP: No. P76s are second to
nothing.”

ME: "This rags filthier than the box!
The Leyland Prince?

HP: *Too nerdy. And there was an
Austin Princess.”

ME: "Who had the Regal?"

HP: *That was a Valiant."

ME: 'Oh yeah. The Leyland
Pauper perhaps? The Leyland
Vassal?'

HP: “"Perhaps a little too common.
Is that lining up?"

ME: It seems to be. Give me
some bolts, | think t'll tighten on.”
HP: *Let me feel the box first.”
ME: "Well it doesn't have to be the
royal family. Just an official. How
about the Leyland Admiraf?”

HP: "There was an Admiral. And a
Captain.”

ME: "Really? What were they?"
HP: “I'm not sure. They were
German | think. Rock the gearbox
a lie... yes that seems alright.”
ME: *Where are the bolts?*

HP: ‘“Here. You do thal side.
Don't tighten them *

The next rank down from an
Admiral is a Commodore. | decided
not to suggest this. Were there any
ranks higher?”

ME "The Leyland First Sea Lord?'
This drew no response.

ME: "The Leyland Joint Chief of
Staf(?'

Again no tresponse to perectly
reascnable suggestion.

ME: "Ok they're done. Pass me
lhe socket and ralchet.”

HP: “No, {il tighten them..”

ME: "So, no military or naval
ranks.”

HP: "No... how about the Leyland
Pilot?'

ME: "Ah! There was a pre-war
Rover by thal name.”

i know my Rovers.

HP: *Oh, The Lleyland Wing
Commander? Or the Leyland Afr

Marshall?™

This last one sounded a little o0
junta-ish,

ME: ‘How about the Leyland
Fuhrer?

HP: *Suits me.”

ME: "Or the Leyland Adolf "

HP: “Yes. A bit like the Nissan
Cedric."

ME: °The what?

HP: “Never mind. Now, where's
the drive shaft?”

ME: *You mean the propelfler
shaft?"

HP: "Take your propeller shaft and
S21<X12 %4 %@! #3%N"

ME: "Which end first?"

HP: "Whichever hurts the mosl!"
ME: "Anyway, weren't you going to
replace the uni-joints?”

HP: *f have.*

ME: "Oh. Here you go. So il's
either the Leyland Panther or the
Taurus so far”

HP: *No, we couldn't have the
Tawrus. And | don't like Tawrus
much, Is it overcast? That sounded
like thunder.”

ME: *Musl hava been. It certainly
wasn't me.  You've got that the
wrong way round.

HP: "I knew that. | was just seeing
if you're watching.”

ME: “You were seelng il | was
watching?”

HP: "Yes. Can you grab me the
bolts in thal container by the
wheel?"

ME: "Here, How about the
Thunder , or the Leyland Lightning
maybe?"

HP: “"Maybe."

ME: "Or the Leyland Storm.”

HP: "No. |don't like Thunder , but
Lightning sounds promising.”

ME: *There was a Lockheed
Lightning.”

HP: *They weren'l as fast as a P.”
ME: "Yeah sure...”

HP: “Yeah, that's why Lockheed
only called them a P38."

ME: "The Leyland Tempest?

HP: "Too Olde English. There
should be some nuls in there as
well.”

ME: "Here, | think Tempesi
sounds good.”

HP: "l don't,”

A good Elizabethan name. !
thought of the production problems
lhe car suffered and the Leyland
Comedy of Errors sprang to mind.
But the P76 story was & tragedy.
By any other name then ...

ME: "The Leyland Tomado?

HP: *No. | dont like those
Spanish-sounding names like
Conquistador , Matador and so on.”
ME: "Oh. Yes | suppose lornado

Is & Spanish word. Or Portuguese,
How about the Leyland Cyclone?
HP: "No. Makes it sound like it
has chronic oversteer.”

t laughed.

ME: "The Leyland Typhoon doesn't
sound right. There's a Suzuki
Vortex isn't there?"

HP: *No, a Subaru.”

ME: “Ch."

And then it struck me. The ideal
name! | could hardly speak. It was
perfect!

ME: “Yes, ves... I've gotitl
HP: *You've got what?"

| leapt to my feet in excilement.

HP: "What have you got? Herpes?"
ME: "No! The perect name... the
only name!"

HP: “What?'

| cleared my throat. This had to be
Just right.

ME:"Ahem... Ladies and Gentle-
men, the Leyland Hurricane,"

HP: “Ahh... the Hurricane...
bmm.*

ME: “if only | had been there to tell
them. Sales would have sky-
rocketed! ‘Announcing the all-new
Leyland Hurricane a revolution in
motoring refinement."”

HP: "The Hurricane. Yes that fits.”
ME: ‘"The Queensland Hurricane
Owners' Club, Mr H Probst Esq.,
President.”

Thal was what we decided.. You
decide for yoursell. There was the
chance that it had been used or
Haroon might reconsider. But he
evidenlly mulled on it. Some days
later | helped him carry a washing
machine to a flend's place.

HP: "What do you think Mark, shall
we take the Hurricane?
ME: "Why not?"

And then, ambling along with a fuil
size washing machine in the boot:

HP: "The Leyland Whirlpool...."
ME: "The Leyland Twin-tub...."

But somehow nothing else seems
right.

o



ot be a problem
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By BRUCE McMAHON. Motoring Writer -

' THE Leyland P78, which was in production for only 18 months

_ the classic of the used car market.

Tts star shone brightly and briefly before the Austra-

lian-designed and coneeived sedan was forced from pro-
duction in 1974, a victim of timing when thoughts were
already turning to more compact family sedans. On re-
lease in June 1973, the three-modcl P76 range was widely
hailed for its European looks, its performance and its hap-
dling; even the dourest critics were forced to concede Ley-
land had built 2 “better mousctrap” than the other three
local manufacturers had to offer.

Today, it could provide a reasonable sccond-band
mount. especfallwwi the optional 4.4 litre V8,407 the

\mﬂrsm were a little dearer than their rivals in 1973
\&ﬂ Defuxe, with 2.6 litre six and three-speed, column-

Soﬁ.o_.mmn_8xm=wn.aanunuunmoau=a vos.n:o m.uuan for
towing. .

- Styled by the Italian designer Michelotti. the big"

mounted transmission change at $3250: the Super with
the same engine. four-specd, floor-mounted gear change
and a lift in cquipment levels at $3750 and the Exccutive,
with VE and automatic transmission at $4525,

The V8 model ™ ™ od the Wheels Car of The Year

>Eu&m=GX.O/I\um.oooES_cnR_.Hm.oooinqn<m
models, : 7

; cauid be seen as,

L)

And it's this Vi-engined model which could be stll 2t
useful machine. For while few testers scored much better
than 15 litres per 100km [rrm the light and powerful
powerplant under heavy conditions, all were unanimous
in their praise for its strength, The engine was based on
the successful Buick-cum ~Rover alloy V8 engine.

It's a robust enginc and owners report few problems
apart from the power-steering hose connections which
can rub against the engine sump and, in some ¢cases, wear
through the metal allowing engine oil to weep out when
the car is parked downhill, ,

The other thing to watch is the oti fevel, While the V8 is
not nntorious for oil usage. there can be prablems il the
level drops below the recommended level and with the oil-
pump mounted low at the front. there can be problems
with priming the system again to rid it of air pockets.

The P76 body has no real probiems with rust though
naterally an unloved example forced to contend with salt
water or mud left on the body could be a worry. There
were initally some build quality problems, interior and ex-
terior fittings were prone to (alling off. but gencraily the
.car is strong and even today suited to hard work,

The car rode well and handled competently, But watch
far front wheel alignment —— the McPherson strut sus-
pension means wheel alignment and balance s important
for shimmy-free wheels,

Spare parts should not be 2 major concern. Leyland's
sparg parts division recorded one of Australia’s biggest
ali-time buys of parts from the manufacturing division
when the P76 was born. Besides, there atc a vaniety of scc-
ond-hand machines around and a quick look through the
weekend classifieds uxually show up one or two $300

o umoo.nxuav_nu as is’,

So il you've paid out say S1600 for a car with ong or
two picces missing or in need of repair, another buy could
net enough parts for one vehicle in very good order. Prices
in Brisbane vary from the $200 specials to $2500 for a V&
Executive in good condition with 12 month warranty
from a used car yard. Privately expect 1o pay up to $2000
for a well kept Exceutive.

And if you've any doubts, have the car checked by the
RACQ, keeping in mind that. as with ail used ears. the
vehicle should be given the benefit of its years when it
‘comes 1o minor problems.

ewson PM

sl

v

At

r &%%U..

drove
away thousands df voters
last week when he
claimed Paul Keating’s
ecopomic statement was a
lemon — just like the
Leyltand P76 car. .

“Dr Hewson described
the P76 as “a one-day
wonder’ and dwelt at
length on its shortcom-
ings in the marketplace.
it was, be said.in his ad-
dress to the National
Press Clob, “a big car —
big boot, big interior, big

engine, glossy”. But also
2 complete failure.

No one told Dr Hewson
that the P76 has its devo-
tees. Thousands of them.

And they are about to
celebrate the 20th anni-
versary of the Leyland
P76 Owners Cleb of
Australia,

“He's just lost my
bloody vote,” said former
Queensland president Mr
Col Murray, detailing
plans among the 3000
members for 2 major P76
rally next year.

“DPre been driving them
since they were two years
old. P’re got three of -
them.” .

Outraged by this slight
against his beloved vehi-
tle, Mr Murray said Dr
Hewson had lost 3000
rotes “just like that”.

“Providing you do one
or two things to them
they’re a very good car,”
be said.

“YPve driven them
around Australia twice
and nerer even had to lLift
the bonnet.”,
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This Newsletter is the Oofficial
publiation of the Queensland P76
owners Club Incorporated and is

issued free of charge Lo financial
members. Any opintons expressed may

nol necessarily be those of the
Editor or the club, and any

uanintentional defamation or hreach of

copyright herein is unreservedly
apologised for, and a suitable

retraction will be inserted in the

next edition, once the matter is
drawn to our attention.

ATIT ON

P AGE

GENERAL MEETINGS

The Qld P76 owners club Inc
holds its monthly meetings

on the second wednesday ot

each month.

TIME 7;30pm

VENUE

Norman Park Uniting Church
cnr of Bennetts rd aad
MclIlwraith Aavenue
Norman Park
(At the Round a bout)

e TR A I K K KK KK UK KK KD K KK R KR K
1993 MEETING DATES

January 13th 93
February 10th 93

March 10th 93
April 14th 93
May 12th 93
June 9th 93
July l4th 93 A.G.M.

August 11th 93
September 8th 93
October 13th 93
November 10th 93

:KJK:K‘.KX:ﬁiX:K)K:K:K:KX:K:&‘!‘»(:KM:KI:KXX??C:K)K*ZK‘K:K:K:K

CLUB OUTINGS

various activities are
organised bythe clubs members
and are generally held on

the fourth Sunday of the month
The activity and venue will

be advertised inthe monthly
newsletter.

‘.i{Z’KX*X*X*:KK**ZK‘X**X*ZK*W*
CLUB MEMBER OF THE YEAR

points altlocated

aAttend meeting 1 point
raffle donation 1 point
organise event 4 points
attend event 2 points
win event 1 point
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FOR EVERY HAPPINESS

NOW AND THROUGH THE NEW YEAR
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Yest Wighes !
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